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! Section 4—Quality of Elementary and Secondary Educational Environments

Indicator 42

Interest Areas and Centers in Kindergarten Classrooms

Public school kindergarten classrooms are more likely to have writing and mathematics

areas than private schools.

Young children, in large part, construct knowl-
edge through doing. Consequently, it is im-
portant to present them with a variety of
opportunities for active learning in classrooms
(Bredekamp and Copple 1997). Kindergarten
classrooms can be structured with specific ar-
eas for children to spend time in certain activi-
ties. These can include areas for writing,
mathematics, science, computers, and play (e.g.,
solving puzzles and working with blocks).

Nearly all kindergarten classrooms have read-
ing, mathematics, and play areas. Almost 90

percent of kindergarten classrooms have a writ-
ing area, and about 67 percent have a science
area.

Public school kindergarten classrooms are more
likely to have writing and mathematics areas
than are private schools.

Classrooms with 75 percent or more minority
children are generally less likely than class-
rooms with fewer minority children to have a
science area (see supplemental table 42-1).

KINDERGARTEN CLASSROOMS: Percentage of kindergarten classrooms with interest areas or centers, by control of school:

Fall 1998
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, NCES.
Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, “Kindergar-

ten Class of 1998—99,” Fall 1998.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Supplemental Table 42-1
Bredekamp and Copple 1997

@



Appendix 1 Supplemental Tables Indicator 42

Interest Areas and Centers in Kindergarten Classrooms

Table 42-1 Percentage of kindergarten classrooms with interest areas or centers, by selected characteristics: Fall 1998

Interest area or center
Characteristic Reading Play Mathematics Writing Science
Total 99 98 95 89 67
Program type
Full-day 99 98 95 90 68
Part-day 100 99 95 85 63
Control of school
Public 100 99 97 91 66
Private 98 95 87 79 69
Percent minority
Less than 10 99 99 94 87 64
10-24 100 100 93 91 71
25-49 99 98 96 88 74
50-75 99 97 92 84 71
More than 75 100 98 97 91 60

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, NCES. Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, “Kindergarten Class of 1998—99," Fall 1998.
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Indicator 42

Appendix 3 Standard Error Tables

Interest Areas and Centers in Kindergarten Classrooms

TableS42-1  Standard errors for the percentage of kindergarten classrooms with interest areas or centers, by selected characteristics: Fall 1998

Interest area or center

Characteristic Reading Play Mathematics Writing Science
Total 0.2 0.3 0.7 0.8 1.0
Program type
Full-day 0.3 04 0.9 0.9 12
Part-day 0.3 0.6 12 21 29
Control of school
Public 0.1 0.2 04 32 1.0
Private 1.0 16 30 0.8 34
Percent minority
Less than 10 0.3 05 11 17 19
10-24 0.0 0.0 25 21 28
25-49 0.9 04 0.7 19 23
50-75 0.8 25 39 42 29
More than 75 03 05 0.6 i3 24

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, NCES. Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Kindergarten Class of 199899, Fall 1998.
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